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On the dead wells grew rank weeds with large white
flowers like moonflowers. The Jijiga wells are cleaned by
the population once a year in the main dry season.
At Jijiga Afewerk had organised a large garage and
petrol depot. The Ogaden is almost perfectly flat. There
are, of course, low hills along the rivers or the dry beds of
the Tugs, which are rivers only for sudden swirling periods
after rain. But over its vast extent, four hundred miles
in length by a width of two hundred and fifty miles from
the Webbe Shebeli to the Somaliland border, it is flat
waterless country covered with low bush, mimosa soon
giving way to more savage desert thorns.
In this country roads had been made by lorries butting
through the undergrowth : men followed up the lorries
to hack away the stumps and clear the fairway. The road
was finished, and continual traffic kept it up.
None of the laborious and expensive surveys of align-
ment, excavation of mountain sides and cost of upkeep
and repair after the rains that made permanent roads in
the plateau. While there was only one motor road in
Northern Ethiopia, the Ogaden was, in 1935, a little
network of roads, over most of which I travelled between
August 24 and September i. From Jijiga to Daggahbur,
From Daggahbur to Awareh eastward, from Daggahbur
to Bulale, Harradigit and Ado southward, from Daggahbur
to Sasabauch, Anale Gabridihari and Gorahai southward,
from Daggahbur to Daggahmodo westward. From
Gabridihari to Badu Danan westward, from nearby Gorahai
to Gerlogubi eastward. From Gerlogubi an old route to
Ado. From Gorahai, the road of the Italian bandas down
to Moustahil on the Webbe Shebeli—built by Italian
engineers when they attempted their first invasion in 1931.
These roads through the bush gave promise of a new
mobility. At Jijiga, their base, Afewerk organised the only
mechanical transport ever run by an African state.
The Gibbi of Jijiga, a long white-washed building of
two storeys, standing alone at the north of the town, used
to hold the Governor and its courtyard the Governor's
mules, camels and servants.
Afewerk had the courtyard roofed in and parts of the
floor cemented. It became the lorry garage and repair
shop of the Ogaden, under the supervision of a capable

